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(Symwytns*   Truehumatous conjunctivitis; granular lids; granular

ophthalmia; granular conjunctivitis; I'V.yptian ophthalmia;

and military ophthalmia)

1545,1 Trachoma is a chronic specific contagious disease of the con-
junctiva in man; it has no tendency to spread to other tissues except
to the tarsus and to the cornea, it is elmacten/ed by lymphocylie
infiltration and by fibnnus hypcrplasia, It is chronic in nature but may
have an acute onset in the absence of bacterial infection.

The disease is believed to he the result til' infection by the Rickvttsw
tmtfunnatis* In suitable cases and with suitably stained epithelial scrap-
ings the virus particles can he detected tinder high microscopical
magnification. These exist as inclusions within superficial cells of the
conjunctiva! epithelium and are known as IhrtlwrxtMdU'r-Pnnwczvk
Korpervhcn (corpuscles)* so called after their discoverers, and resemble
the inclusions found in epithelial cells in other virus diseases,
Incidence and   It is probable that half of the inhabitants of the world have been
touted vtifa trachoma, though in a large proportion of cases the
disease lias attained a natural cure or is quiescent There is mass-
infection in many countries such as Kgypt, Palestine, India, China,
and Japan, except among the richer classes; it is common in parts of
North and South America, Italy, Poland, and Southern Ireland, It
is now rare in England but sporadic cases occur even among the upper
classes and when no source of infection can be discovered, The risk
of infection for an individual living in a trachomatous country is
slight provided he observes strict cleanliness and does not live or sleep
in the same room as the indigenous inhabitants, Experience, however,
has shown that both children and adults who go to live in a tracho-
matous country become infected occasionally, even though all possible
care is taken as regards prophylaxis; tins is especially the case when
native servants are employed,
Method of Infection is acquired by the transfer of conjunctiva! secretion from a
fraction trachomatous individual with the disease in an active stage into the
conjunctival sac of a healthy person. This may be effected by the hands,
by a towel or handkerchief, by a pillow, or, when the infective material
has passed down the lacrimal passage into the nose, by sneezing,
Transmission of contagion by flies probably occurs but is less coramom
than the foregoing mans.
Age incidence  Trachoma may be acquired at any age. In countries where there is
mass-infection a mother infects her infant before it is weaned.